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for the most emphatic language. In the course of my remarks I said
that we must not forget history ; that neither the American Govern-
ment nor the American people had wanted war with Spain in 1898
but when the Maine was blown up nothing could prevent war. • The
American people are the most pacific and patient people in the world •
we lead the world in matters of international peace and disarmament
and the maintenance of the sanctity of treaties. But under provoca-
tion we can become the most inflammable people in the world. It
is well not to forget history.
Evidently these representations made an impression because
Hirota went to see the Emperor early the next morning and later
we began to notice concrete indications that the Government was
getting disturbed about the effects of the indiscriminate bombings
and were taking steps to control the aviators. Of course it is
these young hotheads who cause the trouble ; having once smelled
blood they simply fly amok and " don't give a damn " whom or what
they hit. Probably as a result of our representations and of the
reactions they are getting from abroad, the Government later sent
an admiral down to Shanghai to discuss this situation with Hasegawa,
the Commander-in-Chief, and word was sent out that there would
be no further bombing of Nanking after September 25. This of
course was after they had destroyed about everything they wanted
to destroy in that city. Meanwhile Moore, who was Acting Secretary
of State, likewise talked to Saito, and later, under instructions, I
filed a strong note here. This is no time for pussyfooting.
STRONG WORDS TO A HELPLESS GOVERNMENT
September 20, 1937
My conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs at his official
residence at six o'clock this evening was prefaced by a word of ap-
preciation from me with regard to the arrangements made by the
Japanese authorities to avoid bombing the Hankow-Canton railway
during the evacuation of Americans on September 22 and 26. The
Minister inquired if I had received his note concerning the bombing
of the American missionary hospital at Waichow, to which I replied
in the affirmative and expressed further appreciation of the Minister's
expressions of regret and the offer to consider indemnification.
I then turned to the announced plans of the Japanese naval forces
to bomb Nanking commencing to-morrow at noon, and I made to
the Minister the most emphatic and earnest representations with
regard to the serious danger to which foreign diplomatic establish-
ments and personnel, as well as other non-combatants, would in-
evitably be subjected if such a course is pursued, I spoke of the
very serious effect which would be produced in the United States
on the American Government and people if some accident should
occur in connection with those operations, and I then spoke of the
steadily mounting feeling which is developing in the United States

